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Indian Space Research Organisation or ISRO's GSAT-11 satellite also called the "Big Bird " was 

successfully launched into space from the French space port of Kourou in South America. The 

satellite will help provide satellite-based internet to remote places where cable-based internet 

cannot reach. The satellite, weighing 5,854 kg, is the heaviest Indian-made equipment that the 

agency put into its orbit. GSAT-11 is the next generation high throughput communication satellite 

that will play a vital role in providing broadband services across the country. It will also provide a 

platform to demonstrate new generation applications. The "Big Bird" has cost about Rs. 600 crore. 

The ariane-5 heavyweight rocket was hired from Arianespace by ISRO. The satellite is expected to 

have a life span of 15 years. The satellite internet, which the GSAT-11 will help to provide, will aid in 

giving internet connectivity in flights in India.

The GSAT-11 is equivalent to the combined power of almost all communications satellites sent into 

orbit by India. A communications specialist told NDTV that the satellite is like a constellation of 30 

classical orbiting satellites.

India has hired the French Ariane-5 rocket as it can heavy payload into orbit. India's own 

geosynchronous satellite launch vehicle MK iii or GSLV MK iii can haul satellites that weighs upto 4 

tons.

Along with its three siblings, GSAT-19, GSAT-29 and GSAT-20, the satellite will be a "game changer 

for providing internet access and data communications for India and will aid the digital India 

program.

Source- NDTV

INDIA'S MOST POWERFUL SATELLITE, 'THE BIG BIRD', LAUNCHED 
SUCCESSFULLY

INDIAN CITIZENS ABROAD SOON WILL GET PASSPORTS FROM 
INDIAN MISSIONS WITHIN TWO DAYS

Indian citizens abroad will soon be able to get Indian passports within 48 hours from Indian 
missions in their current country of residence. Minister of State for External Affairs VK Singh 
inaugurated “Passport Seva” project at Indian Embassy in Washington and said that Indian 
missions across the world will soon be issuing the passports to the citizens overseas within 2 days. 
Passport offices at Indian missions are linked digitally with India based data center, which will 
speed up the process of issuing a passport. Raveesh Kumar, Official spokesperson of Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA), took to the Twitter to share this news while saying, “MEA aims to 
operationalize all Embassy/Consulates in next 3-4months that would transform passport delivery 
services.” This is actually going to quantitatively and qualitatively improve our passport services 
immensely, both in the scope of the applications that can be handled and also in the way they will 
be handled and the way they will be integrated into the overall much better consular services.”The 
Passport Seva Project is part of the flagship Passport Seva Programme of Ministry of External 
Affairs.
Source- Business Standard
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HIMACHAL PRADESH BECOMES FIRST STATE TO LAUNCH SINGLE 
EMERGENCY NUMBER 112

Himachal Pradesh became the first Indian state to launch a single emergency number "112" which 

will connect to police, fire, health and other helplines through an Emergency Response Centre (ERC) 

in the state. Under the project, one ERC has been established in Shimla along with 12 District 

Command Centres covering the entire state. The ERC has been integrated with police (100), fire (101), 

health (108) and women helpline (1090) services to provide emergency services via single emergency 

number 112. The service is part of the Emergency Response Support System (ERSS) which includes a 

'112 India' mobile app integrated with panic button of smartphones and ERSS state website for ease 

of citizen in availing immediate assistance. Ensuring safety of women, a 'SHOUT' feature has been 

introduced in '112 India' mobile app to seek immediate assistance from registered volunteers in the 

vicinity apart from the immediate assistance from ERC. The SHOUT feature is exclusively available 

to women. To increase the effectiveness of emergency response, the ERC has also been integrated 

with location-based services provided by telecom service providers.

'112 India' mobile app will be subsequently rolled out in all states and Union Territories to help people 

across the country access the unified emergency services.

Source- NDTV

49TH INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL OF INDIA CONCLUDES IN 
GOA

49th edition of International film festival of India concluded with a gala ceremony held at the 

Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Stadium in Taleigaon. Master scriptwriter Salim Khan was honoured 

with the IFFI special award for his lifetime contribution to cinema at the closing ceremony. His son 

Arbaaz Khan received the award on his behalf. More than 220 movies from 67 countries were 

screened at the nine-day event. 26 feature films and 21 non-feature films were screened in the 

Indian Panorama section. While Israel was the focus country, Jharkhand was the focus state this 

year. Meanwhile, Information & Broadcasting Minister Rajyavardhan Rathore sent a message, 

congratulating all the participants of 49th edition of International film festival of India. 

Source-DD News
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AZIM PREMJI TO BE CONFERRED WITH HIGHEST FRENCH CIVILIAN 
AWARD CHEVALIER DEL LA LEGION D'HONNEUR

French Ambassador to India Alexandre Ziegler will confer global software major Wipro Chairman 

Azim Premji with the highest French civilian award Chevalier del la Legion d'Honneur (Knight of 

the Legion of Honour).

"The award is in recognition of Premji's contribution to developing the IT (Information Technology) 

industry in India, his economic outreach in France and his contribution to society as a philanthropist 

through the Azim Premji  Foundation and University. Ziegler said it would be a privilege for him to 

confer the insignia of Knight of the Legion of Honour on renowned tech magnate and philanthropist 

Premji.  The 73-year-old Bengaluru-based Premji is a billionaire with $15.6 billion net worth and gave 

the fifth-highest amount ($8 billion) to charity. 

Source- Economic Times

BLUE CROSS: ABHINAV BINDRA BECOMES FIRST INDIAN TO GET 
HIGHEST SHOOTING HONOUR

Retired Indian shooter Abhinav Bindra added another laurel to his name as he was awarded the 

Blue Cross by the The International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF). The Blue Cross is the highest 

laurel for shooters given by the ISSF. The 36-year-old is till now India’s only gold medal winner at an 

individual Olympic event and was given the highest recognition for his immense contribution to the 

sport of shooting.

Bindra scripted history as he won India’s first gold medal in an individual Olympic event when he 

bagged the yellow metal in the 10 metre Air Rifle event at the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, and 

hence became the only Indian to stand at the top podium in both World Championships and the 

Olympics. The 36-year-old had clinched the gold at the 2006 ISSF World Shooting Championships. 

He had also won a gold at the 2014 Glasgow Commonwealth Games.

Source-Timesnownews
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INGREDIENTS Dahi Murg:
 
Chicken – 1 kg
Yogurt – 1 cup (beaten)
Onion – 1 big/ 2 small (finely chopped)
Ginger garlic Paste – 1 tbsp
Red Chillies – 2
Assorted Whole Garam Masala – (1 
cinnamon, 1 bay leaf, 3 cloves etc)
Cumin seeds – 1/2 tsp
Turmeric Powder – 1/4 tsp
Red Chili Powder – 1 tsp (or to taste)
Pepper Powder – 1 tbsp
Garam Masala Powder – 1 tsp
Salt – to taste
Cilantro – 1/4 bunch (finely chopped)
Curry Leaves – for garnish
Oil – 2 tbsp

DAHI MURG
FLAVOR'S OF INDIA

HOW TO PREPARE Dahi Murg:
 
Marinate the chicken with the yogurt and all the dry 
masala powders (red chili powder, garam masala, 
turmeric powder and pepper powder).Heat oil in a pan 
and fry the whole garam masala and cumin seeds.Add 
the onions, red chilies and cook till it turns nice and 
golden brown. Add the ginger garlic paste and fry for 
1 minute.Add the marinated chicken to this and bring 
everything to a boil. Add water if you want a thinner 
gravy.Cover and cook for 10-15 minutes stirring 
occasionally.Mix in the finely chopped coriander 
leaves and switch off. Curd chicken curry is ready to 
be served.
 
Source : bestindiancooking
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 BEST PLACES TO TRAVEL IN INDIA 

(PART 4)

15. Amritsar, Punjab – For Guru Nanak Gurpurab celebration

16. Hampi, Karnataka – Be a part of enthusiastic Vijaya Festival

Amritsar, flaunting the stunning Golden Temple, is flocked with pilgrims all around the year, regardless of their 

religion. The Golden Temple, as the name suggests, has its upper floors covered in gold and is an important Sikh 

shrine.

On the occasion of Guru Nanak Gurpurab in November the Golden Temple and its precincts are decorated 

with lights and flowers. The whole city gets decked up and the celebration starts at 4 am. Kirtans 

& Gurbanis are recited, devotees are provided langar (food) by volunteers, Guru Granth Sahib (Sikh holy 

book) is read, and a procession takes place. This festival is celebrated across the world, but surely the most 

magical and soul-stirring celebration happens right in Amritsar.

The rugged ruins of Hampi, a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site and erstwhile capital of Vijayanagara empire is one 

of the best places to visit in winter in India. This historic 

city is people’s favorite and the best place to visit in 

November in India not just because of its past and 

architectural precision but also due to religious 

importance of Virupaksha Temple.

Hampi Festival (aka Vijaya Festival), a three-day annual 

festival falls on the first week of November and 

magnifies the number of travelers. It exhibits the culture 

and history of Hampi, along with dance & music 

performances, processions, fireworks, and puppet show.
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11. Jaisalmer, Rajasthan – Experience the pleasant climate

12. Alwar, Rajasthan – For the vivid colours of Matsya Festival

Snuggled in the pristine Western Ghats, 

Wayanad is a lovely hill station with 

the abundance of plantations, forests, 

wildlife and vibrant cultural existence. All 

these elements mesh up to make Wayanad 

one of the ideal honeymoon places in India 

in November.

When in Wayanad prepare yourself to 

stumble upon a fusion of ethnicity and 

nature’s magic. November is the best 

time to visit Wayanad owing to the 

pleasant and clear climate, and since it is 

the autumn time your eyes will thank you 

for the colorful sight.

Coorg ,  ‘ the  sco t land  o f  Ind ia ’  i s  among the  bes t  

p laces  to  v i s i t  in  winter  in  Ind ia .  Se t  amid  the  

perpe tua l ly  mis ty  l andscapes  and  lush  

mounta ins ,  i t  i s  a  per fec t  ho l iday  des t ina t ion  

for  those  p lann ing  a  vacat ion  in  the  month  o f  

November .  I t ’ s  no t  jus t  the  comfor tab le  and  

coo l  weather  that  makes  peop le  v i s i t  Coorg ,  

but  a l so  the  Puthar i  harves t  f es t iva l  

( ce l ebra ted  in  November)  that  adds  to  the  

charm o f  th i s  pre t ty  town.
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Feedback/Suggestions: 
We welcome suggestions/feedback of 

our readers on e-bulletin. Kindly send 

your views to us on 

info.india.jakarta@gmail.com

 19. Varkala, Kerala – Sink in the laid-back aura

With its cliff kissing the shorelines and 

sea breeze kissing the gloom away, 

Varkala is known for some of the best 

beaches in India with a laid-back vibe and 

cafes/restaurants pepped with trance 

melody. Not just the beachy stuff, 

Varkala plays an important role as a 

sacred Hindu town, where people come to 

offer prayers and offerings for their 

deceased loved ones.

This is among the best places to visit in 

November in India as the monsoon is 

gone, and the weather is at its best 

now. Make sure this is a part of 

your Kerala holiday tour!

20. Sanchi, Madhya Pradesh – Enjoy the festival of Chethiyagiri Vihara

An epitome of Buddhist artistry, the stupas of 

Sanchi are famous across the world and have their 

history dating back to the Mauryan period (12th 

century BC). Today, the remnants collectively are 

a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

The life of Lord Buddha as per the Jataka stories 

are depicted through immaculate carvings. This, 

the pride of Madhya Pradesh, has many stories for 

narration. Sanchi is where time travel is pretty 

much possible, especially if you are visiting it 

during the Chethiyagiri Vihara Festival, during 

which pilgrims from across the world come to see 

the holy relics of Sariputta and Maha Moggallana 

(disciples of Lord Buddha).

Source : traveltriangle


